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Four workers in French factories are sentenced to death for
sabotage, and others engaged in defense activities are arrested
for "abandoning work."
As part of the policy aimed at keeping Italy out of the war,
London reports that the Allies are preparing to modify their
blockade by allowing Italian ships to reach Italy without
inspection at contraband control points, in return for which
Italy will guarantee that nothing imported into Italy in Italian
ships will be reexported to Germany.
London announces that Sir Stafford Gripps, Laborite mem-
ber of Parliament, has departed for Moscow as head of an
official trade mission, and that the Soviet Government has sig-
nified its qualified willingness to receive him.
MAY 28
The German Government refuses King Leopold's request
for an armistice. He thereupon accepts the German demand
for unconditional surrender. On his orders, the Belgian Army
lays down its arms at 4 A.M. It had fought for 18 days.
The Belgian Cabinet meets in Paris at 7 A.M. and unani-
mously refuses to be associated with King Leopold's action.
Premier Reynaud, in a five-minute radio broadcast at 8:30
A.M., hastily arranged after last night's emergency meeting of
the French Cabinet, informs the French public of the King's
capitulation. He calls the action "without precedent in history"
and says that it was taken without warning to General Georges
Blanchard, commander of the three allied forces fighting in
Belgium. He adds that it is the intention of the Belgian Gov-